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Dean T. Yamamoto is the Founder and Managing Member of Yamamoto Caliboso. He focuses his 
practice on project development, project finance, and utilities. He is considered a leading legal 
expert in the field of energy project development. Dean was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America© 2016 and 2017 in the area of Real Estate Law.

Dean works with many of the leading renewable energy developers in the United States and 
Hawaii, helping them to plan, entitle, finance, build and operate wind power, solar power, biomass, 
biofuels, and other alternative energy projects. He also counsels many traditional energy clients. 
Dean’s experience extends to all aspects of energy development and finance, including power 
purchase agreements, interconnection agreements, equity and debt financing, EPC contracts, 
siting and other real property issues, governmental approvals and construction, and zoning and 
permitting.

He has also helped his clients develop large-scale real estate projects, such as condominium, 
subdivisions, hotels, resorts and golf courses, and commercial properties. His clients include large 
institutional landowners, institutional lenders and investors, project sponsors, and public and 
private companies.

Dean’s deep community connections, extensive public service, and industry leadership 
experience allow him to provide clients with the insights necessary to navigate Hawaii’s 
commercial, political, and social landscapes. For many years, he was a director or volunteer 
advisor to Catholic Charities Hawaii, co-chair of the Washington University Eliot Society in Hawaii, 
and co-chair of the Washington University Hawaii Regional Cabinet. He is a member of the Hawaii 
State Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the American Wind Energy Association, the 
Western States Petroleum Association, the Hawaii Leeward Planning Conference, and the Hawaii 
Renewable Energy Alliance.

Dean received his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from Washington University 
School of Engineering and Applied Science, and his Juris Doctor degree from Washington 
University School of Law.

Areas of Practice

• Energy
• Real Estate
• Finance
• Corporate and Business
• Affordable Housing
• Public Utilities
• Telecommunications

Bar Admissions

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii
• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

Education

• Washington University, B.S. in Civil 
Engineering

• Washington University School of Law, 
J.D.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association
• Federal Communications Bar 

Association
• Hawaii Telecommunications 

Association
• Hawaii Developers Council
• American Wind Energy Association
• Certified Commercial Investment 

Member Institute
• Association for Demand Response 

and Smart Grid

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Washington University Eliot Society in 
Hawaii, Chair (2005 – Present)

• Catholic Charities Community and 
Immigrant Services, Director and Vice-
President (1999 – 2004)

• Catholic Charities Housing 
Development Corporation, Director 
(2004 – Present)

Dean T. Yamamoto
Member
Direct: (808) 540-4501
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Carlito P. Caliboso is a Member of the firm, providing clients with nuanced legal advice in the 
areas of energy, public utilities, telecommunications, regulatory, and finance law. Drawing on his 
extensive experience both as an attorney and as a former top regulatory official and dedicated 
public servant, he is considered one of the leading regulatory law attorneys in Hawaii. Carlito was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© 2015, 2016 and 2017, in the areas of 
Energy Regulatory Law and Utilities Law.

Carlito served from 2003 to 2011 as Chairman of Public Utilities Commission of the State of 
Hawaii, presiding over public hearings and evidentiary hearings, and leading the Commission’s 
staff of professionals. During his tenure, the Commission addressed major energy policy issues in 
dockets addressing renewable portfolio standards, independent third-party administration of 
energy efficiency programs, distributed generation, competitive bidding, net energy metering, 
feed-in-tariffs, decoupling, and energy efficiency portfolio standards, among many other issues.

While on the Commission, Carlito served on the board, and on several committees, of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners; as President of the Western Conference of 
Public Service Commissioners; on the board of the National Regulatory Research Institute; on the 
FCC’s Intergovernmental Advisory Committee; and on the Federal-State Joint Conference on 
Advanced Telecommunications Services.

Before joining the Commission, Carlito practiced law in Hawaii at Cades Schutte LLP, primarily 
handling business, finance, real estate, and other transactional matters. He is licensed to practice 
law in the State of Hawaii and the U.S. District Court for the District of Hawaii, and is a member of 
the Hawaii State Bar Association and the American Bar Association.

Carlito earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from University of Hawaii; a Juris 
Doctor degree from the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii; and an 
Executive Masters of Business Administration degree from the Shidler College of Business at the 
University of Hawaii.

Area of Practice

• Energy
• Public Utilities
• Telecommunications
• Regulatory
• Finance
• Real Estate

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii

Education

• College of Business Administration at 
University of Hawaii, Bachelors of 
Business Administration (double major, 
Finance and Management)

• William S. Richardson School of Law 
at the University of Hawaii, J.D.

• Shidler College of Business at the 
University of Hawaii, Executive M.B.A.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Honolulu District Court Access to 
Justice Room

Carlito P. Caliboso
Member
Direct: (808) 540-4502
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Terri Ann M.K. Motosue is a Member of the firm, and advises clients in matters involving real 
estate, finance, energy, and general corporate legal questions. She is noted for bringing an 
extraordinarily comprehensive perspective to her client’s issues, having successfully handled 
major client matters at law firms in New York and Hawaii.

Terri’s activities at Yamamoto Caliboso are equally broad. She handles a range of real estate 
matters, including acquisitions and dispositions, financings, and development. In the finance area, 
she has represented major commercial banks and investment banks as lead agent in a variety of 
lending transactions. In such banking transactions, she is involved in all aspects of deal structure, 
negotiation, and documentation. In the energy arena, she has helped both domestic and 
international clients to develop and finance renewable energy projects and facilities in Hawaii.

Before joining the firm, Terri was a partner with Carlsmith Ball LLP based in Honolulu and 
practiced in New York City with White & Case LLP and King & Spalding LLP. In addition, she has 
broad experience with international clients, having worked in Bangkok, Thailand with White & 
Case LLP and at a large law firm in Tokyo, Japan. Terri is licensed to practice in Hawaii, New York, 
and the District of Columbia.

Terri earned both Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in Political Science from the 
University of Hawaii. She earned a Juris Doctor from the Boston University School of Law. 

Long active in the community, Terri has served on the board of Child and Family Service since 
2010, and has volunteered for the Hawaii Heritage Center since 1985.

Area of Practice

• Real Estate
• Finance
• Energy
• Corporate Law

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• State of New York
• District of Columbia

Education

• University of Hawaii, B.A. in Political 
Science

• University of Hawaii, M.A. in Political 
Science

• Boston University School of Law, J.D.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Honolulu District Court Access to 
Justice Room

Terri Ann M.K. Motosue
Member
Direct: (808) 540-4504
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Jodi Shin Yamamoto is Of Counsel to the firm, practicing in the areas of energy, regulatory, 
telecommunications, real estate, and utilities law. She is particularly well known for helping clients 
obtain favorable results in complex, multi-party administrative proceedings, such as proceedings 
before Hawaii’s Public Utilities Commission and County-level land use authorities.

Before joining the firm, Jodi served for six years as Vice President and General Counsel of Bishop 
Museum, which for over 125 years has been a leading cultural, educational, and research 
institution in the Pacific region. In that role, Jodi ensured that the museum’s goals were achieved 
through her supervision of corporate governance, contracts and agreements, licensing 
arrangements, and strategic litigation. Jodi also worked for four years as a commercial litigator for 
a large Hawaii law firm.

Jodi’s extensive experience helps the firm’s clients navigate particularly complex regulatory 
matters. Recent results Jodi has helped the firm’s clients achieve include obtaining government 
approvals of the merger between Comcast and Time Warner Cable from two Hawaii regulatory 
agencies in approximately eight months, and obtaining a Special Management Area permit for the 
renovation and re-powering of a century-old biomass power plant on the Hamakua coast in 
administrative proceedings involving sixteen intervenors.

Jodi is active in the Honolulu community and devotes considerable time to public service. She is 
currently the Board President of the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Hanahauoli School, a Co-President of the Brown Club of Hawaii, , and a Board 
Member of the Jarrett Middle School Foundation. Jodi also serves as the Co-Chair of the ‘Io 
Society for ‘Iolani School.

Jodi received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Policy and Sociology, with honors, from Brown 
University. She earned her J.D. Cum Laude, from Boston University School of Law, as both a Paul 
J. Liacos Scholar and an Edward F. Hennesey Scholar.

Area of Practice

• Energy
• Regulatory
• Telecommunications
• Real Estate
• Utilities
• Water Rights

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii
• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

Education

• Brown University, A.B. in Public Policy 
and Sociology, with Honors

• Boston University School of Law, J.D. 
Cum Laude

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, Board 
President

• Board of Trustees of Hanahauoli 
School, Board Member

• Brown Club of Hawaii, Co-President
• Co-Chair of the ‘Io Society, ‘Iolani 

School
• Jarrett Middle School Foundation, 

Board Member

Prior Experience

• Cades Schutte LLP, commercial 
litigation associate

• Bishop Museum, Vice President and 
General Counsel

Jodi S. Yamamoto
Of Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4503
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Adrienne Shimonishi Elkind is Of Counsel to the firm, with legal experience extending across 
commercial leasing, real estate, construction, business, banking, and finance. She employs her 
diverse background and collaborative style to guide clients around impasses, and achieve creative 
solutions and effective outcomes.

She has particular depth in helping clients execute a range of leasing and licensing transactions, 
including disputes. Both companies and individuals look to her for guidance with development and 
project financing, buying and selling properties, encroachment and easement issues, and other 
matters. Increasingly, due to the firm’s stRonaldg experience in renewable energy development, 
Adrienne has been involved in the real estate dimensions of such initiatives.

A member of the Hawaii State Bar Association and the American Bar Association, Adrienne was 
an attorney with the Honolulu law firms of Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel and Schlack Ito prior 
to joining Yamamoto Caliboso.

Adrienne earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science Cum Laude at the University of California 
San Diego, minoring in Law and Society and Japanese Studies. She received her Juris Doctor 
degree from the USC Gould School of Law.

Adrienne volunteers for the ’Iolani Community Action Network. She also served as President of 
the ’Iolani Alumni Association and as the Alumni Representative on the Board of Governors for 
’Iolani School.

Area of Practice

• Real Estate
• Commercial Leasing and Licensing
• Construction
• Banking
• Finance
• Energy Project Development

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii
• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

Education

• University of California San Diego, 
B.A. in Political Science, Cum Laude

• University of California Gould School 
of Law, J.D.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association

Pro Bono / Community Service

• USC Gould Street Law Society, 
Volunteer Teacher

• ’Iolani Alumni Association, President
• ’Iolani School, Alumni Representative 

on the Board of Governors
• ’Iolani Community Action Network, 

Volunteer

Adrienne Y. Shimonishi Elkind
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4506
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Wil Yamamoto serves as Counsel to the firm, representing energy and real estate developers, and 
other commercial clients, with complex transactions, commercial agreements, and obtaining 
approvals from Hawaii regulators. Wil is particularly focused on helping national and Hawaii 
energy developers negotiate agreements and obtain necessary approvals needed for advanced 
wind power, solar power, biofuels and other alternative and traditional energy development 
projects.

Wil works with both major corporations and small businesses alike, adopting approaches that 
achieve client goals in practical and efficient ways. Wil’s years of handling complex commercial 
litigation gives him an edge when dealing with thorny issues or advocating for clients before 
regulators in administrative proceedings. 

Over the years, Wil has helped energy clients with development strategy and in dealings with 
Oahu’s electric utility and the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission. He has also represented large 
real estate developers through a myriad of construction and development issues.

Licensed to practice in Hawaii and U.S. Territory of Guam, Wil was an attorney with the Honolulu 
law firms of McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP and Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher prior to 
joining Yamamoto Caliboso.

Wil earned his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Hawaii, Richardson School of Law, and 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from the University of California, San Diego.

Area of Practice

• Energy
• Real Estate
• Corporate and Business
• Construction
• Land Use
• EnviRonaldmental
• Public Utilities
• Water Rights
• Regulatory
• Bid Protests

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii
• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
• U.S. Territorial Courts of Guam

Education

• University of California, B.A. in 
Economics

• University of Hawaii, Richardson 
School of Law, J.D.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii

Wil Yamamoto
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4507
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Tyler McNish is Counsel to the firm. Tyler helps the firm’s clients negotiate commercial 
agreements with regulated utilities and participate effectively in the regulatory and policy 
proceedings currently reshaping Hawaii’s energy sector.

Tyler has helped negotiate eight power purchase agreements accounting for a cumulative 250 
MW of renewable electricity generation capacity and hundreds of millions of dollars in estimated 
investment. Tyler has also represented independent power producers in over 15 separate Hawaii 
Public Utilities Commission proceedings, including policy proceedings related to all aspects of the 
future of Hawaii’s energy sector and proceedings for approval of power purchase agreements. 
Tyler is the author of several academic articles on international climate change policy, including an 
article which was selected by a nationwide panel of law professors for inclusion in a compendium 
of the “ten best” land use and enviRonaldmental law articles of 2012.

In addition to his role at the firm, Tyler serves as the Director of Market Development for Safe 
Connect Solar, an early-stage company focused on the development of hardware with built-in 
safety functionality for the residential solar industry.

Before joining the firm, Tyler worked as a consultant on international climate change issues, a 
business strategy analyst at a consulting firm in Washington, D.C., a law clerk to the Honorable 
Richard R. Clifton of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, a commercial litigator at Alston 
Hunt Floyd & Ing, and worked in New York City with Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. Tyler also served as 
a Peace Corps volunteer in Guatemala, where he worked with local communities to implement 
village-level water and energy projects.

Tyler was born and raised on Maui. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from 
Stanford University and his Juris Doctor degree from the University of California, Berkeley School 
of Law.

Area of Practice

• Energy
• Regulatory
• Commercial Agreements

Bar Admission

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. District Court for the District of 

Hawaii
• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

Education

• Stanford University, B.A. in Economics
• University of California, Berkeley 

School of Law, J.D.

Associations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• American Bar Association
• Association for Demand Response 

and Smart Grid

Pro Bono / Community Service

• Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii
• Honolulu District Court Access to 

Justice Room
• Hawaii Renewable Energy Association

Tyler P. McNish
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4505
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Dean Wang is an experienced attorney who has advanced clients’ goals in a variety of corporate 
and regulatory matters. He has counseled leaders of publicly traded corporations, physician 
organizations, hospitals, public utility companies, telecommunication companies, hedge funds, 
biotechnology companies, pharmaceutical companies, technology start-ups, and closely held 
companies.

Dean advises individuals and companies on entity formation, financing, private placements, 
mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, reorganizations, governance, regulatory compliance, real 
estate, intellectual property licensing, estate planning, energy, health care fraud and abuse, 
HIPAA/HITECH compliance, and commercial litigation.

Prior to joining Yamamoto Caliboso, Dean practiced on the east coast with several firms, including 
Fox Rothschild and K&L Gates. He is experienced in handling both transactional and litigation 
matters, and he has counseled executives and directors of companies on a variety of legal and 
strategic issues.

Dean received his Bachelor of Science from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He earned his 
Juris Doctor and Masters in Business Administration from Washington University in St. Louis in 
2007.

Admitted to practice law in the states of New York and New Jersey, Dean’s admission to the 
Hawaii bar is pending.

Dean H. Wang
Associate
Direct: (808) 540-4509



Yamamoto Caliboso LLLC 1100 Alakea Street • Suite 3100 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Main: (808)540-4500

Andrew Nelson is an Associate of the firm, focusing his practice in the areas of real estate, 
finance, land use and energy law. Andrew’s background both as a lawyer and as a consultant at a 
planning and project management firm allows him to provide clients with pragmatic and effective 
counsel.

Before joining Yamamoto Caliboso, Andrew was an associate at a large law firm in Honolulu. His 
practice focused on real estate, land use and finance law, and he contributed to many ongoing 
matters, including real estate acquisitions, sales and financing transactions.

 Andrew also served as a judicial extern to the Honorable David A. Ezra of the United States 
District Court for the District of Hawaii and the Honorable Richard R. Clifton of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

 Andrew was born and raised on Maui. He graduated from Harvard University, cum laude, with a 
B.A. in History, and earned his law degree at the University of Hawaii, William S. Richardson 
School of Law, summa cum laude.

Andrew V. Nelson
Associate
Direct: (808) 540-4508
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Jennifer Lootens is Counsel to the firm. She comes with extensive experience in the development 
and financing of renewable energy facilities.

Prior to joining Yamamoto Caliboso LLLC, Jennifer worked as in-house counsel for SunEdison, 
where she assisted in the development, operations and financing of utility-scale wind and solar 
facilities. This work included the acquisition, development and financing of two phases of a 500 
MW wind farm in Texas, as well as matters relating to the development and operations of several 
assets in the northeast United States.

In addition to her work on the mainland, she also assisted with the development and financing of 
three utility-scale solar facilities in Hawaii totaling 109 MWs and the submission of a utility-scale 
solar project in response to an RFP issued by the Guam Power Authority. Specifically, she advised 
on matters relating to land rights and acquisitions, power purchase agreements, construction 
contracts and regulatory proceedings. 

Prior to joining SunEdison, Jennifer worked at Chadbourne & Parke LLP in New York and Los 
Angeles, where she assisted both lenders and developers in financing utility-scale wind farms, as 
well as the development and financing of distributed generation solar facilities. For her work in 
project finance, she was recommended in Chambers USA: The World's Leading Lawyers for 
Business from 2009 – 2011. Jennifer is licensed to practice law in the State of New York and the 
State of California.

Jennifer has a stRonaldg commitment to pro bono work as demonstrated by her numerous 
volunteer endeavors. These include acting as advisor to Just Energy, a non-governmental 
organization located in Cape Town, South Africa, where she worked with the organization to 
develop utility-scale wind farms in South Africa. She also acted as pro bono counsel to the 
Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) and UPROSE, Inc. 

Jennifer earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University and her Juris Doctor 
degree from Tulane Law School.

Jennifer Lootens
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4545
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David Morris is an Associate of the firm who represents clients in the information, communications 

technology and energy industries. He has worked in the fields of utilities and telecommunications 

regulation, contract negotiation, and related real estate matters.  

 

Prior to entering the practice of Law, David gained over a decade of experience in the information 

and communications technology sectors working with telecommunications contractors, a Fortune 

500 government communication services contractor and brings seven years of operational, 

technical sales and product management experience with Hawaii’s largest regulated 

telecommunications company to our firm. David is also a veteran of United States Navy.

 

David received his Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in Computer Information 

Systems from Hawaii Pacific University with High Honors. He earned his Juris Doctor with honors 

from the University of Hawaii, William S. Richardson School of Law in 2016.

 

David is a member of the Hawaii State Bar Association and the American Bar Association Section 

of Public Utility, Communications and Transportation Law. He is admitted to practice law in the 

State of Hawaii and the United States District Court for the District of Hawaii.

David Morris
Associate
Direct: (808) 540-4508
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Ronald serves as Counsel to the firm and focuses his practice on real estate, leasing, land use, 
business and finance.  Ronald has been successful in the purchase and sale of hotels, shopping 
centers, commercial buildings and other commercial properties.  He has helped clients negotiate 
and document construction, commercial, and residential loans, licenses, easements, and leases, 
create and register condominiums, and worked on other real estate related matters such as land 
use, subdivision and entitlements. Ronald represented developers of large master planned mixed 
use communities and has also formed, operated, and dissolved business entities. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Ronald clerked for the Honorable Barry M. Kurren, U.S. Magistrate Judge 
for the District of Hawaii.
 
Ronald earned a BBA in Finance at the University of Notre Dame, and received his Juris Doctor 
degree from the William S. Richardson School of Law where he served as Co-Editor-in-Chief of 
Law Review.

Ronald Lum, Jr.
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4504
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Bradley Dixon serves as Counsel to the firm and practices in the areas of energy, regulatory, 
telecommunications, corporate, water rights, administrative and utilities law. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Brad gained significant legal research and writing experience, clerking in 
Kansas City, Missouri for a number of judges at the Missouri Court of Appeals – Western District and 
in Hawaii for the Honorable Katherine M. Leonard at the Hawaii Intermediate Court of Appeals.   
Brad was also an associate at Spencer Fane in Kansas City, Missouri in the civil litigation practice 
group, where he represented small businesses and large corporations in matters ranging from 
contract disputes, business torts, banking and insurance litigation to intellectual property and class 
action litigation in both state and federal court.
 
Brad earned a Bachelor of Arts in History at William Jewell College, in Liberty, Missouri, where he 
participated in the Oxbridge Honors Program and studied abroad in Oxford, England.  Brad received 
his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Missouri School Of Law in Columbia, MO, where he 
was an Associate Editor for the Missouri Law Review, published articles in the Missouri Law Review 
and the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary, and also studied comparative legal 
systems abroad in Cape Town, South Africa.

Bradley S. Dixon
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4508
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Melissa Marushige serves as Counsel to the firm, practicing in the areas of energy, 
telecommunications, regulatory, administrative and utilities law. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Melissa practiced for six years in civil litigation at a boutique civil litigation 
firm in Honolulu, Hawaii.   
 
Melissa received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Hawaii, and 
received her Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Hawaii, William S. Richardson School of 
Law. She is a member of American Bar Association and the Hawaii State Bar Association and is 
admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in the State of Hawaii.

Melissa Marushige
Counsel
Direct: (808) 540-4506
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David P. Jordan is an associate of the firm and practices in the areas of energy, public utilities, real 
estate, business, and finance law.  He joined the firm in 2019 after graduating magna cum laude 
from the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
 
While in law school, David served as a staff writer (2017-2018) and as an Outside Articles Editor 
(2018-2019) on the University of Hawaii Law Review.  David received CALI Excellence for the 
Future Awards for receiving the highest grades in Constitutional Law I, Real Property I, Real 
Property II, Second-Year Seminar, Secured Transactions, and Torts.  He received two scholarships 
for his academic performance in law school.
 

David completed judicial externships with the Honorable Richard R. Clifton of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the Honorable Kenneth J. Mansfield, Magistrate Judge of 
the United Stated District Court for the District of Hawaii.  David completed a judicial internship with 
the Honorable Gary W.B. Chang of the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii. 
 
In addition, David worked as a legal intern at the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission.  His legal 
internship at the PUC was supported by funding from the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC).  David also worked as a legal intern at the Ulupono Initiative.  Prior to 
attending law school and joining the firm, David worked for an international shipping agency on 
Guam where he oversaw liner logistics and assisted in tending to numerous vessels, including oil 
tankers and United States Naval Ships.
 
David grew up in Hawaii and is a graduate of Iolani School, where he was freshman, sophomore, 
and senior class president.  He is a proud Eagle Scout who earned the Gold Palm.  He is also a 
National Merit Scholar.  David received a Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa.
 
David is a member of the American Bar Association and the Hawaii State Bar Association and is 
admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in the State of Hawaii.

David P. Jordan
Associate
Direct: (808) 540-4509
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Jesse Smith is a civil trial attorney who serves as the head of the firm’s commercial litigation department, 
where he focuses his practice on a diverse client group involved in local, international, and cross-border 
disputes.  Jesse was selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© 2021 in the practice area of 
Commercial Litigation and Super Lawyers: Hawaii Rising Stars from 2014 through 2020.  Formerly a 
partner at one of Hawaii’s largest litigation law firms, Jesse has scored important victories for his clients, 
whether through motions practice, settlement, or a trial on the merits.  Examples of his experience 
include: 

• Obtained early dismissal on behalf of two large energy companies in an unfair method of 
competition case filed in state court which alleged price-fixing in the avgas market at the 
Honolulu international airport.

• Successfully defended an internationally acclaimed architect through a jury-waived trial that 
resulted in a judgment for $1.00 in nominal damages pursuant to California law.

• Served as lead trial counsel and obtained a large six-figure judgment for damages in Honolulu 
district court following successful summary possession proceedings involving a national pizza 
chain restaurant.

• Negotiated substantial settlements on behalf of Japanese clients embroiled in an ownership 
dispute over a popular Waikiki hotel after defeating numerous dispositive motions in parallel 
federal court and state court proceedings following approximately four years of contentious 
litigation.

• After winning several rounds of dispositive motions and following intensive expert discovery, 
negotiated large contingency fee settlement prior to trial in complex medical malpractice lawsuit 
on behalf of injured parties.

• Represented the interests of international clientele in a commercial arbitration involving a 
shuttered resort on one of the neighbor islands.

• Following appointment as appellate counsel in a state court action involving a slip and fall at a 
popular nightclub, prepared and successfully argued a motion for a new trial setting aside a 
$2.3M jury verdict, which made local headlines.

 
Born and raised in the snowy Northeast, Jesse obtained his B.A. with honors from Hamilton College, 
where he wrote an award-winning paper on the Bakumatsu period of Japanese history.  Prior to moving 
to Hawaii to attend law school at the William S. Richardson School of Law, he lived in Japan for four 
years, and was a participant in the Japan Exchange Teaching Program, earning certificates in Japanese 
language and interpretation. While in law school, Jesse served as an Editor-in-Chief of the Asian Pacific 
Law and Policy Journal, studied international arbitration law with a former member of the World Trade 
Organization’s Appellate Body, and was an award-winning member of the law school’s Native American 
Moot Court team.  Upon his graduation, Jesse clerked for the Honorable Lisa M. Ginoza, (now) Chief 
Judge of the Intermediate Court of Appeals, State of Hawaii.

Areas of Practice

• Commercial Litigation
• Foreclosure 
• Intellectual Property 
• Alternative Dispute Resolution 
• Environmental 
• Products Liability
• Personal Injury and Insurance 

Defense 
• Professional Liability
• Medical Malpractice
• Healthcare litigation 

Bar Admissions

• State of Hawaii
• U.S. Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit, 

2013 
• U.S. District Court, District of Hawaii, 

2010 
• Hawaii, 2010 

Education

• J.D. (2010) University of Hawaii, 
William S. Richardson School of Law, 
cum laude, Pacific Asian Legal 
Studies Certificate, Asian-Pacific Law 
& Policy Journal - Co- Editor-in-Chief

• B.A. (2000) East Asian Studies, Minor 
in History, Hamilton College

Affiliations

• Hawaii State Bar Association
• Federal Bar Association
• American Bar Association
• Screen Actors Guild (SAG/AFTRA)

Jesse J. Smith
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